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Meekins is one of the many surnames the
Lost Colony Center has connected with its
research to the Lost Colony and its possible
connection to the Croatan Indians.
“I’m really interested in my father’s and
my mother’s sides,” said Bernon. “I’m hoping
this will give us some insight on where they
come from.”
Many of the more than 70 attendees were
from right here in our back yard.
Donna Elks grew up in Chocowinity, where
the Lost Colony Center hypothesizes some of
the descendents of the Lost Colony may be.
Elks can trace her lineage back to Native
American kings and queens in Eastern North
Carolina. Her family also has surnames that
match several from the roster of the Lost
Colony.
“I just can’t wait to get my DNA tested,”
she said. “It’s so exciting to know that you’ve
sprung from these people.
“To me, it’s an honorable heritage.”
She said that for many years, being Native
American was looked upon as a negative attribute and many families neglected to tell
their children about their Native American
heritage.
“We’re very fortunate to have someone like
Fred (Willard) doing this. He’s undoing all the
damage caused by (not passing down Native
American heritage). This is something to be
proud of,” Elks said.

Elks is a very important surname because
the Lost Colony Center found it on a very old
deed during its research, said Willard.
The deed was for half of the Croatan
village’s land. A man named Henry Gibbs
owned the other half.
Willard explained that he found the deed in
Raleigh during his research. The deed listed
William Elk and the rest of the Hatteras (Croatan) Indians as the owners of the land.
“These deeds have been sitting in courthouses for 100 years,” said Willard. “No one
has taken the initiative to go find them.”
He explained that he has found at least 50
deeds leading from Croatan to Chocowinity.
The information found in those deeds, along
with artifacts found in archeological digs, has
led Willard and his researchers to hypothesize
that the Lost Colonists assimilated with the
Croatan Indians (also known as the Hatteras
or Mattamuskeet Indians) and eventually
migrated inland with them.
The center is continuing to investigate its
hypothesis using satellite imaging, genealogy,
archeology and now, DNA testing, which has
been a huge topic of interest the world over.
“This is the best day of my life,” said Willard during a break in Saturday’s sessions.
To learn more about the Lost Colony Center for Science and Research, call Willard at
792-3440 or see the center’s website at www.
lost-colony.com.
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Pictured from top left, clockwise, Bernon Davis swabs the inside of his cheek for DNA
testing, Ann Little of Oklahoma writes notes during one of the weekend’s sessions,
local geanologist Jennifer Sheppard shows off the Eleanor Dare Stone, Dr. Ana
Oquendo Pabon instructs Davis on how to package his DNA sample, the Eleanor
Dare Stone made its first appearance in North Carolina since its discovery.

Scott

from page 4

lawmakers could even grant
divorces and set alimony.
Yet another legislative
power: “Altering the name of
any person, or legitimating
any person not born in lawful
wedlock.”
In 1918, state voters had
had enough of the meddling
from Raleigh. They passed
a constitutional referendum
that barred local bills on a
range of subjects. Naturally,
bill filing began to drop off.
Of course, some folks today
might conclude that voters
back in 1918 made a mistake.

Given the confusing, mishmash of many streets and
highways, it’s hard to imagine
that legislators could do any
worse than executive branch
types or city officials in deciding the course of roads.
Social conservatives might
also like the idea of legislators granting divorces.
Considering the number of
divorces these days, and how
plodding legislators can be
sometimes, the divorce rate
would certainly drop.
Then again, perhaps we
should carefully consider the

consequences.
Divorces are one thing.
Alimony is quite another.
Legislators have enough
ethics problems these days.
Can you imagine the trouble
that would result if you gave
them the power to decide who
pays whom, and how much,
following a divorce?
Besides, legislative halls
are already crowded with lobbyist-lawyers.
Let’s keep the divorce lawyers in the courthouses and
out of the Legislative Building.

