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1-Abstract  

 

The interpretations of locations on the 1608 Zuniga map have confound -

ded historians for over one hundred years.  In this paper it will be questioned if  

a clear interpretation with map studies can confirm the locations depicted on 

this map, which are first -person accounts of where the òLost Colonyó of 1587 

were last reported to be located.  This is only eighteen years after the Governor 

of the colony, John White, made his last trip to Roanoke Island and found the 

City of Raleigh abandoned.  Furthermore can other corroborating evidence be 

found that the colony stayed in North Carolina and did not expire, as many 

past scholars have proclaimed, near Chesapeake Bay by the hand of the Indian 

king Powhatan [1]?   

The eminent historian David Beers Quinn has led the  quest to find the 

òLost Colonyó of Roanoke in the Chesapeake Bay for the last sixty years [2]. 

Quinnõs research has championed the Chesapeake Bay Paradigm as the termi-

nal location of the colony, and with his huge production of documented re -

search, the p aradigm has successfully prevailed for over a half a century.  Most 

scholars have tended to follow his lead.  However, new technologies, new evi -

dence and new researchers are now attempting to overthrow his  paradigm with 

a new re search revolution, and this  author is one of them [3].  

In attempting to accomplish this revolution, the position forwarded in  
 

this paper is that the Zuniga map is the most important evidence yet found  
 
concerning the eventual fate of the 1587 òLost Colonyó.  Notwithstanding this,  

 
the confusion over the map has hindered the consensus thinking for a North  
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Carolina paradigm shift.  T here never has been a clear consensus relating to  
 

the information scribed on the map and, more importantly, the locations of the  
 

Indian villages depicted on it.  In response to the above problem, a very project - 
 
ted and in -depth map study has found three important locations that are re - 

 
peated on many other contemporary maps, allowing a more "accurate indexing"  
 

of the important information and Indian Villages on the Zuniga Map of 1608.  
 

2-Introduction  
 
 The Zuniga map is thought to have a common map relation to John  

Smithõs òOuld Virginiaó [4], which was published in 1624.  There was, in all  

likelihood, a common map before both that has not survived.  

 Smith was instructed to look for the Raleigh Colony and sent expeditions  

to areas of interest.  Nathan Powell was sent on at least one of these missions,  

and it is proffered by William B. Cummings that he is  the cartographer of the  

Zuniga map.  

 Henry Hudson had a copy in his possession as also did a Captain Nel - 

son, who was sent to England in 1608 with a copy.  The Zuniga map has nu - 

merous legends and information not found on any other maps concerning Ra - 

leighõs Colony, making this one of the most important documents concerning  

the Roanoke Studies.  A more in -depth study and a consensus of the locations  

of the colonists may be ascertained if the confusion about the map is resolved.   

It is not known how Z uniga obtained the map, but his spy network was  

deeply -embedded inside the investors and principals of the Roanoke Voyages  

[5].  Most likely one of them managed to smuggle a copy out to him through  

this network.  
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William P Cummings .  Chapel Hill, North Carolina:  University of North Caroli -

na Press, 1998 [Plate 21, Map 28] :  A crude map of Virginia with many legends 

and  instruction relating to survivors of Sir Walter Raleighõs 1587 òLost Colonyó  
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3-Spanish spies in Jamest own  

           Spanish spies were placed in the mix of the Roanoke ventures, in retail - 

 
ation of Sir Humphrey Gilbertõs publicly-proclaiming intent to annoy the King  
 

of Spain on purpose.  Gilbert produced and delivered a paper in person to  
 

Qu een Elizabeth, at her court, with the first written document that proposed to  
 
permanently place English Shipping in a position to intercept the Spanish Plate  

 
ships on their voyages back each year, from the Caribbean gold and silver  

 
mines.  When Gilbe rt met an unexpected death, his half -brother Walter Raleigh  
 

was granted the chance to colonize North America by Elizabeth [6].  
 
           The Spanish king was able to intercept some of the  messages and sto - 

 
ries concerning the English intentions for North America, and alerted his en - 

 
voys in England to find out everything they could about Raleighõs adventure.  
 

The Spanish dignitaries placed in England attempted to infiltrate and disrupt  
 

Raleighõs mission and angered the English Queen.  The Spanish ambassador,    
 
Bernadino de Mendoza, was removed from England by Elizabeth .  He wa s ex- 

 
pelled, but not before he had infiltrated Sir Walter Raleigh's inner core of in - 
 

vestors and explore rs and attempted  to disrupt the venture [ 7]. 
 

           Don Pedro Zuniga Marquise de Villa Flores  was placed as the Spanish  
 
ambassador to England , with instru ctions to report directly to the Spanish  

 
King  about the Eng lish intent ions regarding the matter of settlements in Virgi - 
 

nia.  Zuniga set  in motion a network to keep tabs on Raleighõs ventures.  The  
 

Roanoke Island location was chosen, as it was close enough to allow easy ac - 
 
cess to the Spanish plate ships as they came north to go back to Spain, but far  
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enough away from Spanish ports to stay hidden [8].  
 

             Spies were also later placed at Jamestown.  A Captain Kendall was ar - 
 

rested, tried, found guilty of spying and executed [9].  A George Kendall was lis - 
 
ted on the first roster and was app ointed to the first council.  Many reports cir - 

 
culated about the Spanish attempting to locate the English Colony on the Ou - 
 

ter Banks of what later became the Carolinas  during the Roanoke Voyages  
 

(1584 -1603) . 
 
4-Reconsidering the locations of Indian s ites on the map  

 
 It has been presented by many past scholars that the colony did undergo  

 
an Indian attack , and the consensus is that it was from the Indians that resi - 
 

ded just to the west of the Secotan Confederation, as shown on the John White  
 
map of 1585 [10].  Many think these are the Tuscarora, but definitive proof has  

 
not been ascertained at this time.  Phillip Barlow, from the 1584 Roanoke voy - 

 
age mentions that the Roanoke King Wingina was at war with these Indians for  
 

many years.  Barlow also explained that, just to the west of the Secotan Indian  
 
village, on the Pamlico River, is an Indian Village called Pomooik, and that the  

 
king of that village is in league with the king further to the west.  This can only  

 
be the village of Panawick y [11] .  
 

 There are three locations on the Zuniga map that are large and can be  
 

compared with many other contemporary maps:  the Roanoke River of the Al - 
 
bemarle Sound, the Chowanock (sic --- Chowan) River, and the Neuse River.    

 
The identification of these three gives some certainty as to the most important  
 

location on the map.  Panawicky is held by many accounts as being a location  
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where many survivors of Raleigh's Colony are living in 1608 [12].  The spelling  
 

used here  relates to the important citation from William Strachey and John  
 

Smith, who were told that many survivors of the colony were at Panawicky, and  
 
that a large store of Salt stones was there [1 3].  

 
5-The locations of survivors of the Lost Colony o n  Zuniga map is  tested  

 

The village of Panawicky  has several ways of documenting its location.  It  
 

is shown on about twenty maps as being near the western end of the Pamlico  
 
River,  where it turns into the Tar River and becomes very narrow.  In addition ,  

 
on all the maps featuring Panawicky , Blountõs Bay is depicted as being just to  

 
the east of it  [14].  William Strachey from Jamestown  states that at Panawicky  
 

there is a large store of Salt stones  [15].   
 

The Indians from this area are well documented as living near Chicod  

 
Creek , within a mile or two of a town c alled Chocowinity today.  The translation  

 
of the Indian word , chicod, is salt.  The leading Indian families from the coast ,  
 

starting in about 1750 to 1790,  all relocated  to Chi cod Creek when the last of  
 
the Mattamuskeet Reser vation lands were sold [1 6].  They relocated to another  

 
Indian village for safety reasons.   

 
 The village of Pakranwick  (sic), from the Zuniga map,  can be located near  
 

the N euse River and Sea Level, as confirmed by the above research of the vil - 
 

lage of Careohoch.   Careohoch or Carawack on most maps helps locate the are - 
 
a of Pakranick (Kinck on a few maps) as being near Cedar Island and sea level.   

 
The last important Indian Village  on the Zuniga map i s Ocanahonan , and there  
 

is not any doubt that its location is on the upper Roanoke River and is associa - 
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ted with the Mongoacks [17], who  are the Indians who took control of the Coas - 
 

tal Secotans around 1602 after centuries of warfare [1 8].  
 

6-Conclusion: The old paradigm  of the Lost Colony is tested  
 

 The information related herein has been documented in a way to make  

 
the case for the locations of the Indian Villages as simple as possible , which  
 

has not been realized by the scores of past scholars who have attempted to do  
 

it.  Lee Millerõs book on Roanoke was a huge step forward concerning detailed  
 
research, but she placed Panawicky at Salmon Creek on the Chowan River.   

 
David Beers Quinn pla ced it at Wysocking Bay , in Hyde county just due west of  

 
the Ocracocke Inlet.   Every scholar for the last one hundred years has picked  
 

a different location.   
 

It is forwarded in this study that the location of Panawicky is at the head  

 
waters of the  Pamlico River at the town of Chocowinity , and the evidence for  

 
this is concise, strong and compelling  (see p. 26 Re Map Study and the location  
 

of Panawicky in addenda) .  In addition , in the addendum , you will find a list of  
 
citations that all place the colonist s' relocation of their town here in North Ca - 

 
rolina , not in Chesapeake Bay.  The migration towards Panawicky has been de - 

 
termined by maps, deeds, and genealogy research (see maps on p. 31 -34, & 37  
 

in addenda).  
 

The citations will show a westward movement of activity of the Croa tan/  
 
Hatteras /Mattamuskeet Indians that expanded their home territory from forty  

 
acres of village land on the Outer Banks to an area that encompassed the enti - 
 

re Pamlico and Albemarle land peninsula and that th ey were able to accom - 
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plish this because of their partnership with Sir Walter Raleigh in 1587 colony.   
 

This is confirmed with Raleighõs giving orders that a ceremony is to take place  
 

making Manteo òThe Great Lord of Dasmansekpuseó, which means the ex ten - 
 
ded lands west of Roanoke Island [1 9].  John White himself relates two times  

 
the colony is going to move fifty miles into the main [ 20 ].  A later Croatan mi - 
 

gration, after 1588 and before 1600, places the descendents of the Colony and  
 

the Croat an Indians ten to fifteen miles from Panawicky.  
 

 History and archaeology are not hard sciences like biology and geology.   

When a hypothesis is proffered , about the best evidence that can be forwarded  

in support of the proffered theory , is that you cannot disprove the hypo the sis.   

It is presented here that the colony did not go to Chesapeake Bay, that they  

moved into the mainland to the west , and merged with the Croa tan Indians at   

another Indian v illage fifty miles from Roanoke Island , and at some undeter - 

mined time came under control of the Indians to the west.   

The location of all of this activity is in the North Carolina coastal region ,  

centered from the Indian village , on the Zuniga map , called Panawicky [ 21 ].  

Until the a pplication of a more precise science can be applied to this problem ,  

the best that ca n be stated is that the Quinn paradigm  has been assaulted,  

challenged and attacked.  The only remaining question is , when will scientific  

proof be forthcoming that make s this hypothesis the new correct Lost Colony  

paradigm?   In the meantime, f or now , òthe Lost Colony is still lostó. 

 The importance of the Zuniga map can only be asse ssed with the infor - 

 
mation gained from other sources that all coincide with a terminal location of  

 
the colony in North Carolina.  Citations from the Jamestown  period all fit one  
 

scenario , and th at is that the Chesapeake Bay paradigm  cannot be supported   
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now.  The s heer volume of information that now exists is overwhelming (see  
 

the add enda, pg. 26 -30) [22 ]. 
 

http://www. lost -colony.com / Zuniga.ppt  
 
7---Future Stu dies  
 

 The problems presented in the above research has been addressed in a  
 

manner that coherently applies all that is known about the Zuniga map.  In ad - 
 
dition, many disciplines relating to other research that support the new paradi - 

 
gm of a North Carolina resettlement have been presented here.  First is the lo - 

 
cation of proffered Indian sites where the colony may have gone (see pg. 17 -19),  
 

second is deed research on these Indian sites ( see pg. 14 -16), and determining  
 
the surnames of the assimilated colony and the Native American progeny that  

 
resulted from these Native and European unions.  Third, finally, is tracking the  

 
surnames westward and eventually to the Indian site of Panawi cky (Chicod  
 

Creek or Chocowinity today) shown on the Zuniga map and other contact peri - 
 

od Indian villages (see addenda, pg. 31 -34 & 37).  
 
 Three areas that have not been explored yet could confirm the newly - 

 
proffered North Carolina paradigm.  Concern ing the fate of the "Lost Colony",  
 

the first would be on a study attempting to match the newly -discovered sur - 
 

names with descendents of the colonists back in England, who have never been  
 
in North America and also match with human remains from the Croatan site in  

 
Buxton (see DNA Study @ (www.Lost -Colony.com)).  The second would be with  

 
archaeology at Buxton or the Alligator River sites recently discovered.  Third  
 

and lastly would be t o track down a sister map of the Zuniga map and deter - 

http://www.lost-colony.com/Zuniga.ppt
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mine if any more information can be deciphered.  This map was sold in 1969  

 
by Mr. H.P. Kraus of New York (H.P. Kraus, Monumenta Cartographica , cat),  

 
and could have more legends, notes, clues and in formation about the colony.   
 

And so could Spain, and many other, yet -to-be-discovered, locations.  
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Transliterated copy of the Zuniga map.  

The Zuniga Map is one of only a few documents that have been recently found 

in the Spanish archives.  Many more documents relating to North American 

research may also be there and not yet discovered  (see below).   

 
Spanish Deposition of Pedro Diaz, 1589  

 

The Lost Colony Center retrieved this document from the Spanish archives and 
retranslated it.  It is expected that many more documents are hidden, yet to be 

found, in Spain.  The Spanish were much better record -keepers than the 
English (See Newspaper Article of Old Account on 2/3/05 @ [www.Lost -
Colony.com]).  
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This land grant to Williams Elks (and the rest of  the Hatteras Indians) in 
1759, from the state of North Carolina, is from the Croatan Indian site in 

Buxton, listed here as "Indian Town".   It is from these documents that the 
movement of the Native Americans from Croatan to the west has been 
ascert ained.  

 
Published by The Roanoke Beacon , and can be visited @ ( www.Lost -Colo-

ny.com ).  Sixty -six people today with the last name of Elks live on Chicod creek 

(the location of our proffered Panawicky -Chocowinity today).  They are all 
descended from the Hatt eras Indian Chief Samuel and William Elks which was 
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ascertained with an in -depth genealogy research project.  The main proffered 
hypothesis is the colony assimilated with the Croatan.  

 
 

 
 

 
Samuel Elks deed for Croatan Indian site on the Alligator River  

 
The Henry Gibbs deed is for the sale of property called "Old Indian 

Town", which is Frisco, NC, and where the Lost Colony Center has exclusive 
permission rights  to excavate . William, Mary, Thomas and Elizabeth Elks (Hat -

teras Indians) own 1/2 of the Indian  site. It is bel ieved that Henry Gibb's de -
scenda nts are intermarried i nto the descenda nts of the Croatan/Hatteras/ 
Mattamuskee t Indians numerous times.   The Elks moved to Chicod creek in 

1778 and still live there today.  Panawicky was the only Indian site  not occu -
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pied by the English on the Pamlico River at this time.  The Indian village of Se -
cotan (John -White De -Bry Map 1588) was settled by five hundred English by 

this time and renamed Bath.  
 

 
 
 

 
Deed of Henry Gibbs.  

 

This deed is from the Croatan Indian site at Brookõs Point, in Frisco, 
North Carolina.  This deed is from 1717 but Henry Gibbs was at this location 
as early as 1707 when John Lawson interviewed the Hatteras Indians.  Willi -

am, Mary, and Elizabeth Elks own the portions not owned by Henr y Gibbs.  
Henry Gibbs and his eight sons moved to Hyde County in 1738 and received 
the first deed of sale of the Mattamuskeet Indian Reservation at Whapopin, also 

referred to as the village of the Whapopin Indians of Hyde Co. (see photo of 
Henry Gibbs' gra nddaughter in addenda, p. 34 and @ ( www.Lost -Colony.com ).  

Deed can be seen from same via link to Hyde Co.  
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Buck Ridge IKONOS Images        

      
 

Both of the above are IKONOS images. The images are manipulated with  

software to enhance  the areas of high ground with mineral soils suitable for  
growing corn. Those areas are shown in pink. The resolution of the   images is 
one meter. Many Indian and early English artifacts have been found at this 

site.   The most important discovery from this site  is the deed of sale from 
Samuel Elks to Mr. Meekins for òBuck Ridgeóó.  Samuel next purchased 

property on Chicod Creek, which is òSalt Creekó or Panawicky. Hundreds of 
people in Chocowinity (Chicod Creek) have been identified as Hatteras Indians.  
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The Alligator River depicted below is the area where the Croatan/Hatte -

ras/Mattamuskeet Indians moved to after 1690.  The large landmass to the 

right is Beech -Land, called East Lake today.  On the upper right of the photo is 

Roanoke Island.  The Buck Rid ge site is on the west side of the river, at the bot -

tom, where it cuts to the west. This is the location where the deed for Samuel 

Elks was found.  
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Site of the recovered coffins which had Six teenth Century markings on 

them  (www.Lost -Colony.com ) is depicted above.  The coffins had Moline crosses 

carved in them; whatõs significant about this is that their representation went 

out of use shortly after the death of Queen Elizabeth.  It is at this location, 

òBeech-Landó that it is proffered the Lost Colony relocated in 1588/1600. 

 
 

 
 

http://www.lost-colony.com/

